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After the July events the revolution entered a new stage. The peacefii!
period of the revolution had drawn to a close. The bayonet became the order
of the day. The politics! situation in the country had undergone a sharp
change. The dual power had come to an end. All power had passed into
the hands of the counter-revolutionary Provisional Government. The
Soviets had become a mere appendage of that government. The Mensheviks
and SodaHst-Revolutionaries, who controlled the Soviets, had become open
abettors of the counter-revolution.

A master in revolutionary tactics,, Lenin proposed that the slogan CCA1!
Power to the Soviets" should be temporarily withdrawn. To retain this
slogan after the events of the 3rd and 4th of July, he said, would mean
misleading the people, fostering among them the illusion that the Soviets
controlled by the Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries could still take
power. He pointed out that after the experience of July 19175 the revolu-
tionary proletariat "must independently take state power, for otherwise the
revolution cannot be victorious.5^

In proposing that the slogan "AH power to the Soviets" should be
temporarily withdrawn, Lenin pointed out that this did not mean abandoning
the struggle for the capture of power by the Soviets.

"Soviets can and must appear in this new revolution/' he said., "but
not the present Soviets, not organs of compromise with the bourgeoisie, but
organs of a revolutionary straggle against it. True, even then we shall be k
favour of building the whole state on Soviet Hnes. This is not a question
of Soviets in general, it is a question of struggle against the present counter-
revolution and against the treachery of the present Soviets."**

On August 8, the Sixth Congress of the Bolshevik Party, convened to
formulate new tactics and new slogans, was opened in Petrograd. Lenin,
who was then in hiding, was elected honorary chairman. He directed the
proceedings of the congress through the medium of his close associates,
Stalin., Sverdlov, Molotov and QrjoniMdze, and he drafted the theses on the
main questions before the congress. The congress proceeded under the
immediate direction of Stalin. In his reports Stalin, in the Lenin manner,
distinctly formulated the Party's objectives and tactics in the struggle to be
waged in the new stage of the revolution.

The congress agreed to withdraw the slogan "All power to the Soviets"
and instead called for preparations for an armed insurrection., for the forcible
seizure of power by the proletariat in alliance with the poorer sections of the
peasantry.

At this congress the Trotskyites opposed this new course of armed
fflsiinrection, were opposed to the establishment of the proletarian dictator-
ship., and repudiated Lenin's theory that the victory of Socialism was possible
in Russia alone* The congress, however, gave a determined rebuff to these
opportunist Trotskyite sorties. Following the directions of its leader, it
turned the Party's course towards armed insurrection and the socialist
revolution.

Shortly before the Sixth Party Congress, the counter-revolutionary
Provisional Government, on the evidence of spies and provocateurs, fabri-
cated against Lenin the absurd charge of "high treason" and issued an ordei
for his arrest and prosecution. This roused a wave of protest among the
broad masses of the workers and revolutionary soldiers.

* Leniii, Colkctid Werks, Eng. ed., Vol. XXI. Book I, p. 49.
** Rid.